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Renaissance style of architecture in Kansas.

The Edgar Watson Howe Home is a two-story red brick structure
rising from a native stone foundation. The brick is laid in common
running bond and the stoné in random ashlar pattern.
irregular in plan with a two-story octagonal tower projecting
from the north side and a three-story octagonal tower on the socuth.
A large porch with brick pillars spans the entire east front. An
iron railing encloses the space between the pillars.
hip roof has dormer windows, and there are miniature spires at
each end of the ridges. The roof overhangs the brick wall below
and is supported by decorative brackets. .Coupled brackets are
used at the corners. Windows on both floors are of the double
hung type and are rectangular in shape. The windows rise from
stone sills and are capped with curved stone lintels. The lintels
have simple designs except for those on the east facade, which
are ornamented with carvings and a keystone. A small frame
outbuilding located to the rear of the house is gimilar in
character to the main house. The exterior of the Edgar W.

Howe Home is believed to be little changed. However the interior
has been considerabkly altered as the building has been used as
an apartment house. The main house is a good example of the
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

" The Edgar Watson Howe Home at 1117 North Third street in Atchi-
son was built in the early 1880's for the well-known Kansas news-
paper editor and his family. The Howes had moved to Atchison in
1877, where he established the Daily Globe even though the city
already had three newspapers. He distributed free copies of the

Daily Globe for the first two weeks and after that had no difficulty
getting subscribers. The personality which Howe injected into the
Globe and his concern with people rather than things soon made his
publication a success, and @ventually all other Atchlscn newspapers
went out of business. ‘

As his newspaper achieved financial success, Howe made plans to
move his family from their small house on Santa Fe street. He
purchased land on what was then known as the old Doniphan road; at
that time the site was out in the country. The house erected for
him was said to have been patterned after one ih the neighborhood
which he knew and admired. Although there is some question about
the specifi¢ date the house was completed, an 1882-1883 Atchison
city directory lists the Howe family residence as 1117 North Third
street. Later a small one-room frame house was built beside the
larger house, and after his wife divorced him in 1901, Howe lived and
wrote there for several years before returning to the main house.
After he retired as a newspaper editor in 1910, he built a bungalow
three and one-half miles south of Atchison overlooking the Missouri
river. At "Potato Hill" as his retirement home was called, he began
publishing a magazine, the E. W. Howe Monthly. The town house was
left almost entirely as it was, and Howe continued to live there
during part of the year. aAfter his death in 1937, Howe's niece
resided in the Atchison house. The building was later made into
apartments, but the present owners reportedly plan to restore it to
its original appearance.

Edgar Watson Howe has often been referred to as the best small-
town newspaper reporter in the nation, and the Globe during his
tenure was one of the most widely quoted papers in America. The
"Sage of Potato Hill," as he became known in his retirement years,

. was also a successful author of many articles and books in which his
philosophy on life and religion was expressed. His most famous book,
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gggnStory of a Country Town, described life in a small midwestern
community., The widespread recognition EQ Howe received as a
western newspaper editor and author has made him an important
literary figure in Kansas and throughout the entire country. His
house in Atchison is significant because of his noteworthy
accomplishments in journalism and literature.
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